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nt Farm- 


ond th, wore McKinney of 
Tennbssee, ist Vice President, Odis L. 
Sweeden, 2nd Vice President, W. L. Black- 


woe stone, of Wynne, Arkansas, Howard Kest- 
..@x,.0f Tennessee, Walter Moskop of Marked 


Arkansas and L. L. Gollehon of Texas. 
‘Zhe Coaference was held at the Department 


“ger Jackvon, who is also the Washington 


“representative of the STFU. 
‘The Conference attracted National atyen: 


tion, with representatives of some 21 farm 


‘workers Unions were present. The American 
> Federation of Labor was represented by 
. Becretary Frank Morrison, ‘the Committee 
for Industrial Unionism, ty John Brophy. 
John L.' Lewis, President of the United 
Mine Workers’ is* Chairman of the Conmit> 
tee for Industrial Unionism. 


Secretary Henry A. Wallace, wddrened 
the Conference telling sharecroppers and 
tenants that their best bet was the Bank- 
_ head Tenant Bill. The Secretary of Agri 
 @ultare further stated that the Farm Labor 
 gitaation was.“No Man’s Land” (ed note; 
: There are some 3,000,000 families including 
’ 2,000,000 sharecropper families living in 


what the calla “no man’s land” totaling some 
25,000,000 people-—one sixth of the popule- 


tion of the United States.) 

Government: officials answer questions? 
Representatives of tre Fesettlement Admin- 
‘gtration the WPA, and The Department 
of .Agriqulture attempted to explain why 


the variong programs designed to benefit - 


fezm labor had failed in their objectives. 


Pe The question of the Resettlement or Rural 
was brought te the 


. forefront by W. L. Blackstone evicted Re- 
-habilitation tenant, who told of starvation 
rand eviction of workers on the Arkansas 
projecta, Tom Burke speaking for the Share- 
‘etpppers Union in Alabama branded the ad- 
 ministrators of such Government farms as 


<<. . Worse than thieves. Blackstone told of death 
“fe \ by starvation of children on a farm near 
Eerle, Arkansas last year. 


Moskop and McKinney brought to 
these officials the fact that all government 
relief had been refuted evicted and homeless 
- ‘Union members, and that orders from Wash- 
ington were not obeyed by Local and State 
| Swesden of 
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CONVENTION 


_workers and cotton tenants of his stete. 


uk ‘8 complete atete set up will be organised. 
H. L. Mitchell, National Secretary of the 
in Texas. Southern Tenant Farmers Union of Mem 
Kester Makes Radio Addreas— phis, Tennessee will address the Convention, — 
Bog: Kester member of the Executive Howsrd A. Kester editor of the crop 
Council delivered a brief address over the pers Voice and sathor of the new book Re- 


vited to be presents Mr, Dave Fowler, pret- 
THE SHERWOOD EDDY ident of District 21, United Mine Workers — 
FARM — of America; Mr, M. Duncan, National 
President of the Maintenance of Way 
A distinguished wrisec, a wotld traveles ployees Union and several 
and Christian missionary, Dr. Sherwood dicated that they tco will be 
Eddy, impressed with work of the Southern the first time former members « 


‘Tenant ‘Farmers Union under the terrible tions such as the American 

was arrested by the planters in Arkansas Southern Tenant Farmers sigan aaa 

because he expressed -sympathy with the presented foree. 

evicted and homeless people in the tent col- | 

raised enough money to buy a plantation, 

‘and picked up about twenty five families, 

membership. He moved them to this farm ¢#8t from Washington, following the Con- 

in Mississippi. It is in the midst of the ference of Agricultura) Workers, March 27, 

Delta down near Clarkedaie, Mr. Sam Frank- 0d 28. Howard Kester spoke for the South- 
placed 

Ow for the sharecroppers of Alabama. The in- 

to be selected were put to work under very . Teductory address was made by Mr. Gard- 

3sod conditions. The board of control has "et Jackson. 


conditions ir Arkansas, came to visit us. He Union, ete. who bave affiliated with the 
onies near Parkin, Dr. Eddy determined to 
who had been evicted because of Union - 
lin one of Dr. Eddy’s associates was ern Tenant Farmers Union. Harry Williams 
expressed their willingness to sign a Union 


Controet for this year, We welecene: this INTRO CTOR EECH 
pins Nat'l Comm. Reral end Social 
ing is te be put into practics forthe first Plauniag 

time in the South: Co-operative | 


Farming 
is to be done. Opportunity isto be given the This te 


forget their less fortunate brothers back and California, the citrus workers of 

home in Arkansas. The Southern Tenant ida: the beet workers of Colorado, ‘agen 
Farmers Union will watch this with inter- Idaho, Nebraska and Michigan; the agri- 
est, but we will not forget that our first cultural workers of New Jersey and New 
duty is to the Union the great number the York and the s ; 
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of Agriculture Building and was under the radio on the last day of the Conference. volt Among the Saarecroppets will { : 
) ittee for Kester’ h as well of the featured Mr. Mitchell and 4 
sponsorship of the National Committee for AeSters speech as as one War, 
> beaded by Cond. Williams cf the Alabama Sharecroppers Mr. Kester are expected to arrive here some- 
printed in full elsewhere. ‘time Thureday. 
in 
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final event of a most unique veg 
 conte;re ore, 80 far ag we 
a 
33 the ; 
assume management. It is anexperiment, ascertain, have agricultural workers atid ~ 
and we are eure that under a new order of sharecroppers been invited to confer with “ 
! society this be the final answer, government officials here in Washington. i 
but there is danger that the workers will These toilers in the fields—representing e 
be attracted away from the struggle and the fruit and ve; : a 
: 
| 100,000 “who LOulsiana, Texas and Oklahoma—have fo 
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 two- been presenting their problems to 
the government, and their suggestions for 
“Forgotten Men— 

‘They are truly the forgotten men of this 
and all other administrations here at. the 
Capital. There are roughly three million 
sharecroppers in the cotton South. They re- 
‘present a population of somewhere around 
26 million, a sixth of the entire population 
of country. 

By Harry Williams, Alabama 

I am speaking in the name of the share- 
croppers Union for hundreds of thousands 
of families in the ‘South who are practically 

These folks who work on the cotton plan- 
tations get less to eat and less to wear than 
anybody else. 

Since we have had the AAA program, 
thousands of sharecroppers have been turn- 


. ¢@d off the plantations because the landlords 


don’t need them anymore. 


Get the Check— 
These same families got practically no- 


- thing from the money the government paid 
out to the cotton producers, because the 


government failed to see to it that the 


_ sharecropper was protected in his rights. 


Whenever the sharecroppers complained 
about not getting their AAA checks these 


complaints were always sent back te the 


county officers by the government, 

The sharecropper was beaten up for com- 
~plaining. We have sickness and starvation 
over, 


The sharecroppers and wage workers and 
poor farmers are not able to get relief, ex- 
cept only here and there. 

The only way to get relief is by getting 

some plantation owner to tell the govern- 
ment mei folks that it is all right to give 
| 


get anybody to stand up for! you, 


Because they make our children work in 
the fields and don't give us schools it is 


_ hard for any of us to get an educatign. 


Government Must Help— 


~ Now the union man wants the government 
to treat sharecroppers like human beings. 


We want protection in our rights to or- 


ganize. We want some relief from the gov- 
ernment, 

We want thisew farm act of the govern 
ment ts do ¢ something besides faking the 
plantation owner fat and the sharecropper 
miserable and hungry. 

That's what the shsarecroppers in Ala- 
bama want, 

That’s -what 
want from Sam, 


is FOUGHT EvIC- 
TIONS VIOLENCE, SATS. 
UT. M. W. A. A. REPORT 

paign of evictions and terror is being direct- 
ed against Arkansas sharecroppers and ten- 
ant farmers who seek to better their mis- 
erable lot through organization, reports Wm. 
J. Sneed, international of the 
United ‘Mine Workers. 

‘Sneed was sent to by President: 


| John ‘L. Lewis to investigate conditions, at 


the request of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union. 


In his report to Lewis, Sneed tells of many | 


families thrown out of sharecroppers’ shacks 
and forced to live in tents and abandoned 
churches, Five families at Earle, he says, 
were evicted by deputy sheriffs, carried 
eight miles and dropped on the side of High- 
wey 54 with no place to go.* 

“The Holland and Johnson plantation 
evicted one white and five colored families 
who nave since been housed in church build- 
ings, all of them Negro churches, merely 
shacks,” Sneed reports. “All of those evict- 
ed were denied’relief as well as WPA work. 


Sleeping On 
“Many of these families, including the 


women and children, slept by the roadside 


in the months of January and February in 
the snow and cold.” 

The U. M. W. representative tells how 
attempts are made to break the tenants’ 
union by terror, instancing a meeting of 50 
in a country church near Earle, which was 
preken up by deputy sheriffs with shotguns. 
The doorkeeper was arrested and jailed. 

“Deputies returned to the meeting place 
and opened fire on a group of colored people 
traveling on the road, wounding two men,” 
Sneed says. “The sheriff of Cross county 
led a procession to the tent colony near 
Parkin and warned them to leave the county 
within 48 hours, also telling leader Bennie 
Flening if he did not leave before dark he 
would be lynched.”’ 

“Thousands of these people never sed @ 
dollar from one year to the next. Many are 
compelled to accept settlement by the plant- 
er without question. Many times they are 
charged not only excesaive prices at the 
commissary store for ‘moiasses, corn grit, 


-galt. meat, etc. but for things they did -not 


get. 
“Probably less than five preeent of the 
sharecroppers, tenants farmers and day lab- 
orers are permitted to participate in elec- 
tions,” Sneed states, “Many over 60 years 
of age never voted in their lives.” 

The Tenant Farmers Union reports that 
new evictions of union members are occur- 
ring daily. “Most of them are made without 
any sort of settlement of wages due the 
workers,” it declares. . | 

“Planters offer yellow dog contracts in 
an attempt to force sharecroppers and ten- 
ants, as well as day laborers, to accept worse 
conditions than ever before, with the pro- 
vision that each worker accepting shall give 
up union membership.” 


g 


the most exploited, degraded and brutalized 


workers in America. “They have not ob 
tained the rights,” a prominent American. 


writes, “that peasants had acquired in the / 


Middle iAges under feudalism.” 


Thousands of these victims of King Cot- - | 


ton’s ruthless tyranny have organized under: : 
the banner of the Southern Tenant Farm--- 
ers Union and the Sharecroppers Union. 


During their brief existence these organi- 
zations have withstood wave after wave of 
terror and violence, Their leaders have been 
killed and mobbed, their members illegally 
arrested and jailed, their meetings br 

up, churches and meeting houses burned 


wrecked, homes riddled with machine gun 


bullets, their entire membership terrorized. 


Croppere And Tenants Mast Get Share— 


The way to a new freedom and democracy — 
is very clear. As regards the cotton country, — 
government benefits must be divided in pro- 
portion to the interest those who till the 
land have in the crops. Tenants and share- 
croppers must be given real guarantees of | 
tenure. They must be granted some real 
voice on control commitices. They must be 
allowed to organize for their own economic 


“education, protection and advancement. The 


National Administration must defend our 
people in their right peaceably to assemble 
and bargain collectively, 


We have no great faith in the adequacy 
of the Soil Conservation Act to protect or — 
advance the interest of the actual tillers of 
the soil. What actually will happen remains 
to be seen, We are interested in soil con- 
servation, but we are most interested * con- 
serving human lives. . 


Hundreds of thousands of | tenant farmers, 
sharecroppers and farm day laborers are 
today without crops and without jobs. Al- 
though farming is the ouly thing they know, | 
they have nc access to the land whatsoever. 


‘We want land. Land for the landless is 
our cry and our warning. We want land on 
which to produce‘ food to fill our hungry 
mouths, land: on which to live and“make a 


home, land on which we, with a socially 


minded America, may build a decent world 
in which men may live, 


Build Unions for More Abundant Life— 


Let there be no illusioris as to how this 
life will come, 


Neither private or governmental philan- 
thropy will move to give us these things. 
We will get these things inly when we are 
strong enough. We will get them as we 


build @ powerful organization of the share 


croppers and agricultura] workers. To this 
task the Southern Tenant Fermers Union 


dedicates itself. 
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‘name SHS The offices of thie 
gowcalled newspaper are now at Augusta, 
|| Avkensas. They were formerly in Forest 
City, Every issue that comes out contains 

gn attack upon the Southern Tenant Farm- 


oie ers Union, We head preferred to ignore théeve 


attacks as not even worthy of an answer, 


but many of our Negro members deeply 


resent these attacks ~by this planter con- 


trolled agency of mis-information. We have 


the following information which may be of 


to all of our readers, 


This paper, “The Southern Liberator” se- 
cures its revenue in this manner. The agent 


goes to the plantation owner or operator and note “Inter-racial Co-operation by the South “ That they have nothing to eat but mother | ss ; : 


tells him that the purpose of the paper is 
to keep the attention of Negroes away from 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union and 
the planter gives the agent a free hand to 


secure subscriptions on his plantation. 


Sharecroppers and other farm workers are 
told that they can secure it on credit and 


that the newspaper is a paper devoted to 


the interests of the Negro race. Many a- 
gree to subscribe, The list is then carried to 
the owner who settles with the Agent of 


_ the Liberator, at a big discount of course. 
The subscription will be ~~ up to the 
Ad- 


poor worker at the end of thé year. 
vertising is carried which in all probability 
pays for printing and mailing, and what 


“ever revenue is derived from subscriptions 


goes to the racketeer in charge. 


One of the first issues called to our atten- 
tion called upon the Negro laborer to refuse 


to act with the white members of the South- 


ern Tenant Famers Union to, secure better 
conditions and advised that they co-operate 
with the planters and let the poor white: 
workers struggle alone. The next issue car- 
ried a front page editorial, entitled “Farm 


Labor What in the Hell is the Matter With 


You.” This editorial praised the plantation 
cystem and stated that planters were pro-. 
viding schools and such for Negro Workers, 
We are giving space to a yoang Negro Poet, 
John Henry to answer this in the current 
issue of the Voice, “Landlord What in the 
Heaven is the Matter with _ don’t fai) 


to read it. 


The April of the 
- tains more statements one of which is worth 

 yepeating “A sharecropper is a lazy shift 
“* Jess type of person, gambles all night, etc.” 
He then goes on to say that this type of 


person constitutes the great majority and 


: that these are the ones who belong to the 


Union. As every person above average in- 


telligence kn’ ws a shiftless lazy type per- 


son whether white or black never has the 
energy to blaze a new trail and organize a 
Union. The typical gambler and rouster white 
and black are plantation retainers. These 
individuals make up the mobs of cut throats 
who do the planters dirty work. This so- 


wink 


screw souk—\ water-logzed brain, a com- 
bination backbone made of jelly and gine.” 

—Jack London. 


called newspaper ‘has grossly libeled the 


fine upstanding men and women who be- 
jong to the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


The best people of :ny community are the 


‘leaders of the Churches and the Union 
Locals, Usually they are: the same, many 
Negro ministers are the leaders of the ST 
FU 


On the mast head of “Liberator”, you will 


for the ‘South. Even the most bitter oppon- 
ents of the STFU must admit that we have 
pioneered in the field of interacial co-opera-_ 
tion. We have secured wholehearted co-oper- 


- ation of workers on the cotton plantations 


who for the first time are learning that 
their fellow workers awhether black or white 


are suffering from the same conditions of - 


low pay, starvation wages, inadequate set- 
tlement and outright robbery in thousands 
of cases. Further they have learned that one 
group can not pull out of the hole unless 
both work together to secure justice for. 
all. The Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
does not advocate Social en but it 
does deraand that there be an equal opper- 
tunity for every white and Negro man, wo- 
man and child, to secure the. ful! benefits 
of their Labor. We want to see al! the child- 
ren educated and given en equal chance in 


dife to earn an honest living, In securing — 


these rights we are willing to lay down our 
lives, if necessary. In working +o that @ id 
we welcome intelligent and able mex and 
women of all races, we share leadership, we 
share the struggie for bread, pence and free- 

dom alike, 


The editor in chief of the. Sharecroppers 
Voice is Howard A. Kester who is known 
all over America for his work with the 
Negro Race. Many times he has been em- 


ployed by the National Association for Ad- | 


vancement of Colored People, he is a fre 
quent and honored speaker and guest at 


many of the gathcnngs of lenders of the 
Negro race, 


The Sharecroppers Voiced urges the ljead- 


ers of the Negro Race to expose Charla. 
tan, who is editor of “The Southern Liber- 
ator”. Negro Organizations, Churches, Lod- 
ges, Associations, etc. are urged to help in 
organizing a boyeott of this agent of the 
Plantation interest who wishes mem- 
bers of both races 


That you have taken all that the laborer 


And jeft the worker nothing to live upon. 


You are evicting us, heating us and cheating cf | “ea 


‘But corn bread and motherless greens with- 


“You pledged the government your labor you 


In 1936 the substitute AAA you all are try- 
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Just what has labor ever done to yout : 


Upon their backs you always ride . 
Don't you think Labor ever geta tired? ay 
For many years you have been so depraved 


has made. 
You have taken the cotton. and all the corn 


Labor is human and is only asking for right 


us and wanting to fight 
You have treated your labor al! so mean 


less turnip greens. 
I’ll tell the wor!d that the labor os nothing 
to eat 


out any meat 

Landlord what in the Heaven is the matter | 
with 

The Bible says do unto others as ‘you would 
have them do unto you. _ 

In 1923 no checks, when we plowed up cotton 

Some of that money Labor has never gotten 


would pay * 
But you put it in your pocket and went on 
- your way. 
In the AAA. Contract nineteen: and “thirty 
four | 
You chizeled your ‘Leber out of some more 
in’ 1985 the parity money your Labor you 
deprived 


ing to fix, 

We all hope it will be so that you get yours 
a“q no more | 

Your labor you have always robhed and jist 
because they want their rights you want 
them mobbed. . 

In the heat and the cold for you your labor 
went 

And in the cold winter you throw them out 
to live in tents. 

You landlords get together and Nias some 
black hearted “Nigger” to print a 
paper 

Its known ae the Southern Liberator which 
says the man who works gets what he 
wants 

That’s a stinkin lie “You know he don’t’’ aoe 

Further you advise Labor not to buy Ba- ae 
loney, sardines and cheese 

You want them to continue to buy q 
bread and peas. 

You have taken all your Labors Rights now 

* you want to take his appetite. 

You say move away from landiords who are 

unfair 

You must want us to live ap in the air. 

You said landlords like Beck and Twist and 
such 

Pay their money for long term, schools 

You must think al) us workers are fools 

Continued On Page 4 
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ARY NUMBER 
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few numberg were laboriously printed on a 


hand mimeograph and many of them were 
not even legible. They were written by ia- 
experienced men, and sometimes spelling 
‘was bad and grammar worse, but the Share- 
- eroppets Voice became the “Voice of the 
. Disivherited.” A few months ago we were 
able to have it printed for the first time, 
has 9 circulation of 5,000 copies. It 
covers Union territory, it is read in many 
- places. Tt goes from Cabin to Cabin, in the 


—@otton fields. It makes its rounds and some- ; 


- times is read months later for the first ‘time 
geome unknown sharecropper 6r cotton 
field worker, bringing new light. It becomes 
_@ messager of hope. ‘It is the Unions best 
“organizer, It is hated by our enemies be- 


‘cause it broadcasts to the world the out- 


Tages committed against -innocent men, wo- 
fen and children. It reaches high places as 


well, as low. It prints in its columns only 
the truth, and in doing this gives light, the — 


‘people find their way when trath is known. 


§t is worth much more than it costs. We 


“must have not only 5,000 but 50,000 sub- 
permit but we must first have more sub- 


 geribers. We ask every one to subscribe. Get 
the. ‘gubscriptions. in. The Sharecroppers 
Voice Builds the Southern Tenant Farmers 


Wnion, and is worthy of the support of both | 


quater. 


4 Mes. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 


MEETS UNION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


Members of the delegation attending the 


Washingtoa Agricultural Conference were 


granted an interview by Mrs. Roosevelt the 


wife of the President. The first lady on 
‘ptevious occasions ‘had expressed her in- 


terest in the plight of members of the South- 


> etm Tenant Farmers Union who have been 


evicted by the plantation owners in Eastern 
Arkansas. Walter Moskop told Mrs. Roose- 
Arkansas. 
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presented. 
action along industrial anion lines, and told 


“| >. you plan and you figure,” 
You bet your ite ita aguinst pore white man 


You distrancise ‘them and ‘wont Tet them 


vote” 
When they shave all the to tote,’ 
: Now Landlord what is the matter: with 
Labor has never had anything to say as to 
what you join, 


‘We have never broken up your meeting or 


your churches burned 


From none of your meetings have you, by 
your labor been hailed 


‘Nor beaten with an axtandle, shot in the 


back or put in jail. 
When you were. not, honest and wouldn't 


Labor ‘has never shot in your homes or 


thrown dynamite 


Now Arkanssw would be a fine place to 


live you bet. 
If the Saw dicn’t have euch a bad set. : 
Landlord what in the Heaven is the matter 
with you? 


UNION MEN MEET 


John L, Lewis in an interview ica 
by the Washington representatives of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union ee at- 
tended by several other organisa tions pres-— 
ent in ‘Washington, again” pledged his aid 
and sympathy with the cause that they re-_ 
He pointed out the necessity for . 


the workers present that their strength lay. 
in the power of their numbers. Mr. Lewis 
told them that without his 400,000 men be- 
hirid him his voice would not de heard any 
more than » taxi drivers’ in Washington. 


THE SHERWOOD EDDY 


to shange the entire policy of the United 


States Govermmént and foree the planta- 
tions and’ the corpotation farms out of busi-_ 
ness. The Workers will then rule, We will 


on, Mr. Kester discusses the problem of the 


‘ihe goal for which we are struggling, when 
he describes the Letter life which can be 


is true. We want every one who is interest . 


‘press. We wish to call to the’ attention of 
all our friends and members this very thine. 


-ly book, It contains the only complete story © 
of the struggles of the Southern Farmer’ 


Union, Mr. Kester, who knows the South . 
as perhaps few men in America do, sete 


| forth the problem of the worker in the cot- — 


ton fields in a very simple and easily under- 
stood way.” 


‘the chapter entitled Mashunt: gives 
the story of John Alden, the Union organ- 
izer, who ‘narrowly escaped death at the 
hands of a plantation mob, John Alden js 
well known to many of us, and in these 
gripping pages we see mirrored the true 
story of the struggle-which is still going . 


sharecropping South with an understanding _ 
that few possess. What is more he sete forth 


lived by all when the 
to their own. 


“The Revolt Among the ‘gasketed? 
is printed in pamphlet form. The cover is 
_ {Mustrated with actual pictures of life a- 


‘ad to the. problema of hh 
ural workers to read this pamphet. The cost — 


is reasonable—Price 50c per copy, mailed . 


anywhere in the United States, Order from 
Box 6215, Memphis, Tenn., cash, money 


orders or checks accepted. Order your copy 


ecribing-— if you move please send us | 
‘your new address. Anyone having paid. 


} Box 5215, Memphis, Tenn. i 
send your paper to .. 
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Continued From Page 1 
ization. The STFU will fight | 
need the organization. 
| - its battle and some day we will all come 
", into our own. The of Land f 
Own. ‘or the 
This not be done 0 
and generous men, it will come as a result 
2 
~ 
: build the (Co-operative Commonwealth of the | 
ef future 8 le a struggle man 
on 


